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SUBJECT: PEREDA PLEDGES RETURN TO DEMOCRACY WITHIN 2 YEARS 

1 . SUMMARY. IN HIS AUGUST 6 NATIONAL DAY ADDRESS. PRESIDENT 
JUAN PEREDA STATED HIS INTENTION TO RETURN BOLIVIA TO 
CONSITITUTIONAL RULE WITHIN A PERIOD OF NOT LONGER THAN 

24 MONTHS. HE INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT THIS TIME FRAME 
COULD BE "MODIFIED" UPON THE JOINT RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE ARMED FORCES, THE GOVERNMENT, AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES, 

WHICH HE CALLED ON TO HELP ELABORATE NEW ELECTORAL 
PROCEDURES. CHARACTERIZING HIS GOVERNMENT AS "TRANSITIONAL," 

PEREDA SAID HE WOULD NOT BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY IN 
THE NEXT ELECTIONS. IN THE INTERIM, HE PLEDGED TO ENGAGE 
IN "FRANK DIALOGUE" WITH ALL NATIONAL GROUPS AND TO WORK 
TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY. END SUMMARY. 

2. PEREDA BEGAN HIS SPEECH BY STATING THAT BOLIVIA'S 
STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE HAD NOT YET ENDED. LIKE 
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OTHER THIRD WORLDCOUNTRIES, IT CONTINUED TO SUFFER UNDER 
"FOREIGN DOMINATION" AND THE "ARROGANCE OF THOSE (NATIONS) 

WHICH LABOR UNDER THE WEIGHT OF OLD MYTHS AND PREJUDICES." 

DEFENDING BOLIVIA'S RIGHT TO DETERMINE ITS OWN "METHODS OF 

WORK AND STRUGGLE," PEREDA LASHED OUT AT FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS WHICH 

ATTEMPTED TO IMPOSE THEIR "UNILATERAL CONCEPTS OF (POLITICAL) 

MODELS." 
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3. HAVING DISPENSED WITH THE FOREIGN INTERFERENCE ISSUE, 

PEREDA WENT ON TO CHARACTERIZE HIS GOVERNMENT AS ONE OF 
"DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION." HE TERMED DEMOCRACY THE "BEST SYSTEM 
OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION," BUT SAID THAT COMPLETE 

LIBERTY WAS A "RELATIVE" CONCEPT AS LONG AS HUMAN NECESSITY 
REMAINED. PEREDA ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE JULY ELECTIONS HAD 
BEEN DEFECTIVE, BUT MAINTAINED THAT THEY WERE NO WORSE THAN 
IN PAST YEARS. TO ORGANIZE A TRULY DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, 

HE SAID, A "CONSTRUCTIVE UNDERSTANDING" WAS REQUIRED. HE 
THEN INVITED THE POLITICAL PARTIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
ELABORATION OF NEW ELECTORAL PROCEDURES. 

4. PEREDA SAID IT WOULD TAKE TIME TO STRUCTURE THE ELECTORAL 
SYSTEM, AND MAINTAINED THAT THE NATION SHOULD NOT BE DISTRACTED 
BY ELECTIONS DURING 1979, THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WAR 

OF THE PACIFIC. BEARING THESE CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND, HE STATED 
THAT BOLIVIA SHOULD BE RETURNED TO CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD "BY NOMEANS IN EXCESS OF 24 MONTHS." HE 
ADDED, HOWEVER. THAT THIS SCHEDULED COULD BE "MODIFIED" 
(PRESUMABLY SHORTENED) UPON THE JOINT RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE GOVERNMENT, THE ARMED FORCES, AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES. 
PEREDA SUGGESTED THAT THE FOLLOWING POINTS MIGHT ALSO BE 
CONSIDERED: 

-THE FORM OF THE ELECTORAL BALLOT. 
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-THE APPORTIONMENT OF MINORITY REPRESENTATION. 

-REGISTRATION PROCEDURES. 

-THE FORM OF THE REGISTRATION DOCUMENT. 

-GUIDELINES FOR POLITICAL PARTY ORGANIZATION. 

-THE PROHIBITION OF ALL FOREIGN INTERVENTION. 

HE CONCLUDED HIS THOUGHTS ON DEMOCRATIZATION BY 

STATING THAT HE WOULD NOT BE A CANDIDATE IN THE NEXT ELECTIONS, 

AND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE COMPLETELY IMPARTIAL. 

5. PEREDA CLOSED HIS ADDRESS BY PLEDGING TO ENGAGE IN "FRANK, 
PERMANENT, AND PUBLIC DIALOGUE" WITH LABOR. AGRICULTURAL, 
POLITIDAL AND OTHER NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. HE ADDED THAT 
HE WOULD CONTINUE TO WORK TOWARD A SYSTEM OF "UNIVERSITY 
AUTONOMY THAT WOULD LINK THE STUDENTS TO THE NATION." 

IN ESSENCE, HE CONCLUDED, THE OBJECT OF HIS GOVERNMENT WAS TO 
LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR A SOLID STRUCTURE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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6. COMMENT: PEREDA'S STATED INTENTION TO RETURN BOLIVIA TO 
DEMOCRATIC RULE WITHIN A PERIOD OF NOT LONGER THAN TWO YEARS 
REFLECTS HIS EFFORT TO STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN THE WISHES 
OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THOSE OF THE CIVILIAN POLITICAL PARTIES. 

WHILE WE UNDERSTAND HIS PERSONAL PREFERENCE IS FOR GENERAL 
ELECTIONS IN NOVEMBER OF 1979 (WITH JANUARY 1980 INAUGURATION), 

HIS NATIONAL DAY REMARKS ALLOW HIM THE FLEXIBILITY TO SLIDE THAT 
DATE BACKWARD OR FORWARD AS POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
DICTATE. 

BOEKER 
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